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Set up in 2004, the Fujairah National Driving Institute 
(FNDI) has developed fast from a modest beginning 
with a small number of cars and instructors, to one of 
the largest and most successful driving institutes in the 
Middle East.

Today, it boasts of over 200 highly trained instructors 

numerous buses, trucks, shovels, forklift plants and 
motorcycles.  As at the end of 2007, more than 13,000 
students have obtained their driving licences through 
FNDI since its inception.

As part of its ongoing expansion plans, EDI has initiated 
new state-of-the-art training facilities in Fujairah.  The 
Fujairah National Driving Institute (FNDI) is being 
operated with the support and under the guidance of 

supervision of EDI.

History and Milestones

11



FNDI BEGINNER’S TRAINING MANUAL

Business 
Relationships 
developments and innovations in driving and 
training techniques through its multi-faced business 
relationships with leading international institutes 
such as the Institute of The Motor Industry (UK), The 
International Association for Driver Education and The 
Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM), UK.

FNDI has in recent years, broadened its business reach 
and range of activities with the introduction of its 
Corporate Training Programme which features regular 
specialised courses for Corporate clients.  These courses 

either at the client’s premises or at our Institute.  The 
Corporate Training Programme is also available to 
clients outside the UAE.

Driving with supervision of  EDI.  The Institute also 
acts as Technical Advisor to a number of other driving 
institutes within the Middle East region.

Accredited by IAM Fleet Ltd.
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Facilities and 
Services 
instructors allows us the unique opportunity to 
communicate and instruct our students in their 
native language, thus ensuring a full and thorough  
understanding by the students of all procedures and 
instructions during the lessons.

The Institute’s modern approach utilises various 
methods of training, such as classroom instruction, 
vehicle simulators, controlled area driving and open 
road driving.  The high success rate of students from 

driving tuition procedures of the highest quality.  FNDI’s 
success rate has led to a high number of referrals 
from past students which contributes towards a large 
proportion of the Institute’s business.  A sure testament 
to FNDI’s success!
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Why FNDI remains 
the First Choice for 
driver training!

14

in driving.

Sophisticated training technology on par with international standards ensures an edge over safe and 

Value-added facilities such as transportation facilities, prayer halls, cafeteria, etc., helps to improve 
the total training experience at Fujairah National Driving Institute.

Training that ensures passing the Police Tests  with driving workshops outside of the Fujairah yard, 
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The presence of FPTD and their team of Examiners 

trust in FNDI by the Government of the UAE.  The 
Institute coordinates and interacts with the FPTD on a 
daily basis. The FPTD within FNDI premises opens test 

also the dates for the tests.

Every day, FPTD examiners test hundreds of students 
at the institute and branch and the number is set 
to increase as more examiners have been recently 
recruited.  FNDI’s continuous evaluation process on 
each and every student’s  progress assists its students in 

pass rate than any other institute in UAE.

Full-fledged 
Support of the 
Fujairah Police 
Traffic Dept.
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Value-added 
Services 
A string of value-added services enhance the total 
training experience at Fujairah National Driving 
Institute. They include a comfortably large reception/
registration/customer service area, 2 lecture theaters, 
multiple simulator facilities, and a 600,000 sq. ft. 
area where students can practice parking, hill starts, 
roundabouts, intersection systems, turns, junctions, 
and other elements of vehicle control before being 
exposed to the public road system. The FNDI also has 
an impressive number of vehicles with its own in house 
workshop facilities for their maintenance. 

A trendy cafeteria and restaurant at FNDI allows the 
students to enjoy refreshments, light snacks, and 
choose from a wide choice of meals.  A thoughtful 

wanting to unwind with just sitting around, watching 
TV, or browsing some reading material.

of four air-conditioned deluxe buses ply across the 

FNDI buses can be arranged for transportation at a 
nominal charge.

FNDI BEGINNER’S TRAINING MANUAL16
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A Dream Vision  
FNDI’s business has been built through uncompromising 
and meticulous attention to quality.

The sister concern of Emirates Driving Institute, which has 

receive ISO accreditation and which also has to its credit 
the esteemed Dubai Quality Award, Fujairah National 

same high values and standards of EDI in all its activities. 

EDI’s and FNDI’s vision for the future, hence, is to be 
recognized as the preferred driver training provider for the 
people and industries of the Gulf region.

Over and above, FNDI echoes the concerns and belief of 

accidents can only be achieved by improving the current 
skill-sets and knowledge of the driving community. To 
this end, FNDI believes that this manual will help not just 
its driver trainees, but also existing licensees hone their 
driving skills. 
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Motorcycle 
Course 
If riding a motorcycle for business or pleasure has been 
on your mind, then FNDI is the right place for you. 

We have large private premises with precise road 
markings, hills, roundabouts and junctions, where 
our instructors can teach you the basics of riding 
motorcycles before taking you out onto UAE’s busy 
roads.

At each stage of your training, our instructors assess 
your performance to ensure you are best prepared for 
the motorcycle driving test.

Light Motor 
Vehicle Course 
The LMV course is FNDI’s most popular course. It 

enabling students to get a Fujairah category 2. Students 

Tests are licensed to drive either manual or automatic 
transmission light motor vehicle, such as cars and SUVs.

FNDI BEGINNER’S TRAINING MANUAL 19
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Heavy Truck 
Driving 
This course is designed to help drivers prepare for the 

syllabus and practical test requirements, the skills 
needed and faults that must be avoided.  It also 
contains useful information on load restraint.

Forklift 
Operation 
The course teaches the safety issues as per the UK 
standards and involves operating the forklift, lifting 
loads and practical coaching through to test standards.

Heavy Bus
Driving Course
The course has the same technical content as the others 
plus the emphasis on passenger  care and safety. Comfort 
and safety are the main priorities of this course. The 
driver should ensure his passengers are seated properly, 
or are holding the handrails, he should know what to 

aware of other such considerations.
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1- The Driving Licence
1.

0

Contents

The United Arab Emirates is fast 
emerging as a hub for business 
and tourism.  As the country 

grows exponentially in terms of its 
people, infrastructure and wealth 
generation, it brings along with it a 
fair share of problems of managing 
this dynamic growth.

one of the most sophisticated and 
organized in the world.  Despite 
the burgeoning rise in the number 
of commercial and private vehicles, 
UAE roads have been able to 
manage this without too much 
chaos. This may be fully attributed 
to the dedicated and successful 
implementation of the UAE Federal 

on 20 November, 1995.

The legislation addresses at length 
the licensing and obligations of 
drivers, the registration of vehicles 

section, we will deal in depth with 
the licensing procedure and the 
black points (penalty) system.

“

“

A - Obtaining Your Driving License
1.1 Licensing Requirements of the UAE Federal Law
1.2 Driving While on Visit to the UAE
1.3 Acquiring an International Driving Licence
1.4 Licence Classes – A Ready Reckoner 

1.6 What Examiners look for  during a Driving Test – A   
 Checklist
B - Keeping Your Driving Licence
1.7 The Photo-Image Driving Licence
1.8 Validity and  Renewal of  Driving Licence
1.9 Obtaining a Substitute Licence
1.10 Changing Your Name and Address
1.11 Suspension / Refusal to Renew the Driving Licence
C – The Black Point System of UAE Police
1.12 Introduction

• What class of vehicles you are eligible to drive
• What you must do to obtain a driving licence
• Rules regarding validity and renewal of a driving licence
• How you can obtain a substitute driving licence
• How the Black Points system of UAE Police has been 

structured

In this module you will learn:

Objective
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Heavy Vehicle
Minimum age of applicant: 20

A vehicle prepared for transport of goods whose net 

types: [1] private  and [2] public

Light Bus
Minimum age of applicant: 21

A vehicle designed to carry over 14 persons and whose 
maximum capacity is limited to 26 passengers excluding 
the driver.

buses.

4

5

1.
 4

1.4 Licence Classes – A Ready Reckoner 

Class of 
Licence Types of vehicles allowed and description

Light Vehicle
Minimum age of applicant: 18

A vehicle prepared for transport of persons or goods 
whose maximum net weight is limited to 2.5 tons and 
number of passengers does not exceed 14 plus the 
driver in the case of passenger transportation vehicles. 
This group includes saloon cars and motorcycles, which 
are designed or prepared for transportation of goods, 
regardless of their weight. This group is divided into  two 
types: [1] private and [2] public

3
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1- The Driving Licence

1.4 Licence Classes – A Ready Reckoner 

1.
 4

Tractor or Heavy Mechanical Equipment
Minimum age of applicant: 20

Heavy-duty vehicles running on wheels designed for 
purposes other than transportation of persons and goods 
and whose maximum net weight is over 7.5 tons.

8

Class of 
Licence Types of vehicles allowed and description

Heavy Bus
Minimum age of applicant: 21

A vehicle designed to carry over 14 persons and whose 
maximum capacity is over 26 passengers excluding the 

public buses.  

Tractor or Light Mechanical Equipment
Minimum age of applicant:  20

Light vehicles running on wheels designed for purposes 
other than transportation of persons  and goods and 
whose maximum net weight is limited to 7.5 tons

6

7
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1.13 Table of Offences
Following are the Black Point penalties for driving 
offences:

Not fixing number plates in designated places	 200	 -

Parking in prohibited places	 200	 -

Broken indicator lights 	 400	 -

Poor condition of indicators
Poor condition of rear lights	 400	 -

Invalidity of direction changing signals
No light on the back side lighting (lamps) of vehicle	 400	 -

Opening left door of taxi 	 100	 -

Abuse of parking space 	 200	 -

Driving a vehicle with one number plate
Using un Clear numbern plate	 400	 -

Taxi refusing to carry passengers	 200 	 -

Carrying passengers in driving-training vehicle	 200	 -

Driving a taxi without required license	 200	 -

Violation type	 Fine 

Violation type	 Fine 

Violation type	 Fine 

2 Points

3 Points

4 Points

1.
13

These points correspond to the 
gravity of the offence committed. 
When the aggregate of such points 
accumulated exceeds 12 points, 
punitive measures are taken 
against the offender.

These measures will depend on 
the types of offences and the 
pattern of points assigned to 
mst of them. Every 12 points 
are considered as one traffic 
precedence.

Black points are deleted 
automatically after one year has 
lapsed from the date of its first 
recoding and the driver has not 
committed any new traffic offence 
since then.

C - The Black Point System 
of U.A.E Police

1.12	 Introduction

The Black Point system in an 
attempt to boost traffic discipline 
and civilized behaviour among 
road users, while enhancing the 
effectiveness of traffic control.

The system has been so designed 
as to define ‘x’ number of points 
for each traffic offence committed 
by a driver. An electronic file 
is opened for each offender 
where offences committed 
and corresponding points are 
recorded.

1.
12

34

Traffic offences and their 
related Black Points:

The system, till date, is restricted 
to the offences contained in 
the Traffic Law of 1967.  Some 
provisions of the offences were 
modified by the UAE Federal Law, 
No. 21 of 1995.  The modifications 
included the offences and the 
results which may come out of 
traffic accidents in respect of 
casualties and material damages 
to vehicles.  The offences were 
also classified in groups, and 
points defined for each group 
based on the gravity of the 
offence.

Confiscation
Period

Confiscation
Period

Confiscation
Period
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Overload or protruding load from the light vehicle
without permission 	 500	 -
A.	Driving at night without light
B.	Driving in a foggy weather without lights
C.	Driving in a foggy weather in violation of
	 concerned authorities instructions	 500 	 -
Driving against traffic	 600 	 7 days 
Using hand held mobile phone while driving
Any other distraction	 800	 -
Heavy vehicle prohibited entry	 1000	 -
The heavy vehicle passing or entry to the
forbidden roads and places	 1000	 - 
Failure to abide by loading or unloading
regulations in designated areas 	 1000	 -
Sudden deviation with the vehicle 	 1000	 - 
Transporting passengers in vehicle that’s is not
licensed for this purpose 	 1000	 -

Violating loading or unloading regulations in parking 	 200	 -
Using vehicle for purposes other than designated 	 200	 -
Using vehicle for undesignated purpose 	 300	 -
Not following instructions of a traffic police man 	 400	 - 
Failure of driver to fasten seatbelt
Failure of passengers to fasten seatbelt	 400	 -
Failure to leave sufficient distance beyond the front vehicle 	 400 	 -
Entering the road without making sure it is clear 	 400	 - 
Transporting passengers in a vehicle that’s is not
licensed for this purpose 	 400	 -
A.	Using horn or car sound system in a disturbing way 
B. 	Driving at residential area, education zones, 
	 hospitals in a way that endangers other lift 	 400	 -■ 
A.	Driving an uninsured vehicle. 
B.	Driving a vehicle which is not licensed by the 
	 licensing authority. 	 500 	 7 days 
Driving a vehicle with an expired driving license
Driving a vehicle with an expired registration 	 500 	 7 days
Reversing dangerously 	 500	 - 
Taxis which have designated pickup areas stopping
in undesignated places 	 500	 -
Exceeding passengers limit by passenger
transport vehicle 	 500	 -
Not wearing the helmet while riding motorbike
by the driver 	 500	 -
Not wearing the helmet while riding motorbike
by the accompanied passenger. 	 500	 -
Driving a vehicle with expired tires 	 500 	 7 days 
Vehicle driving in marches without permission and in
unlicensed cases 	 500 	 15 days 
Poor condition or absence of trailers rear or side lights 	 500 	 -
Turning from undesignated areas or tuming in a wrong way 	 500	 - 
Loading a light vehicle in a way that causes danger to 
others or to the road 	 500	 - 

1.
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Violation type	 Fine Violation type	 Fine 

Violation type	 Fine 

4 Points (cont...) 4 Points (cont...)

6 Points

Confiscation
Period

Confiscation
Period

Confiscation
Period

Violating Tariff 	 200	 -
Broken lights 	 400	 -
Poor condition of car head lights 	 400	 -
Not giving priority to the pedestrians on
pedestrian crossing 	 500	 -
Failure of school bus driver to activate STOP sign or
abide by traffic rules  	 500	 -
Overload or protruding load from a heavy vehicle
without permission 	 500	 -
Entering road dangerously 	 600	 -
Overtaking in wrong way 	 600	 -
Driving a vehicles that causes pollution
Overtaking from hard shoulder 	 1000	 -
Not giving way to emergency, police and public
service vehicles or official convoys 	 1000 	 - 
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1.
13

1.
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Modifying the vehicle’s engine or chassis without
permission	 1000	 30 days
Driving a noisy vehicle	 2000	 -
Reckless driving	 2000	 -
Driving dangerously (racing)	 2000	 -
Exceeding maximum speed limit by
more than 60km/h	 2000	 30 days
Falling or leaking heavy vehicle load	 3000	 -

Running away from a traffic police man by
heavy vehicle	 1000	 -
Failure of heavy vehicle driver to stop after causing a
minor accident  	 1000	 -

A. 	Driving in a way that poses danger to the driver’s
	 life or lives and safety of others.
B.	Driving in a way that harms public or
	 private properties 	 2000	 60 days 
Exceeding maximum speed limit by more
than 80km/h	 3000	 60 days 
Driving a vehicle without number plates	 3000	 90 days 
Causing serious accident or injuries	 Decided by court 	 30 days
Driving under the influence of alcohol	 Decided by court 	 60 days
Causing death of others 	 Decided by court 	 60 days

Transporting passengers illegally	 3000	 30 days  
Using the vehicle for transporting inflammable or 
hazardous materials without permission	 3000	 60 days 

Failure of light vehicle driver to stop after causing a
minor accident	 500	 7 days
Entering from prohibited place	 1000	 7 days
Causing a car to overturn 	 to be decide
				   by court	 -

Driver Fails to stop when school bus STOP sign i
activated 	 1000	 - 

Driving a vehicle on different license	 400	 -
Running away from a traffic police man light vehicle 	 800 	 30 days
Jumping a red traffic signal by light vehicle
and motor bikes 	 1000 	 30 days 
Modifying engine or chassis without permission 	 1000 	 30 days 
Heavy vehicles not abiding by lane discipline 	 1500	 -

Violation type	 Fine Violation type	 Fine 

Violation type	 Fine 

Violation type	 Fine 

Violation type	 Fine 

Violation type	 Fine 

Violation type	 Fine 

Violation type	 Fine 

6 Points (cont...) 12 Points

16 Points

23 Points

24 Points

8 Points

10 Points

12 Points

Confiscation
Period

Confiscation
Period

Confiscation
Period

Confiscation
Period

Confiscation
Period

Confiscation
Period

Confiscation
Period

Confiscation
Period

A. 	Parking car in front of fire nozzles
B. 	Parking in spaces allocated for people
	 with special need	 1000	 - 
Stopping on the road for no reason	 1000	 -
Littering from vehicle window while driving	 1000	 -
Exceeding maximum speed limit by not
more than 60km/h	 1500	 15 days
A. 	Loading a heavy vehicle in a way that poses danger
	 to others.
B. Loading a heavy vehicle in a way that causes
	 damages to the road	 2000	 -
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Not using interior light in buses at night	 100
Driving without spectacles or contact lenses	 100
Not displaying truck’s load on both sides	 100
Calling on passengers in the presence of signs	 100
Not abiding by taxi drivers obligatory uniform or
not keeping it in good condition 	 100
Using interior lights for no reason while driving 	 100
Pedestrians crossing from undesignated places (If any existed) 	 200
Smoking inside taxis and buses 	 200
Failure to keep taxis and buses clean inside and outside 	 200
Failure to display tariff of buses or taxis or not
showing them when required 	 200
Failure to abide by specified colour for taxis or training cars 	 200 
Not fixing taxi sign where required 	 200 
Using unmatching number plates for trailer and container 	 200
Violation of laws of using commercial number plates 	 200 
Using multi-coloured lights 	 200 
Parking on road shoulder except in cases of emergency 	 200
Parking in loading and offloading areas without need 	 200
Driving a taxi with an expired warranty 	 200
Stopping vehicle without keeping the distance specified by the
law from a curve or junction 	 200 
Blocking traffic 	 200 
Driving a vehicle that omits gases or fumes with substances
exceeding permitted rates	 300
Violating the terms of the driving license	 300
Driving with a driving license issued by a foreign
Not carrying driving learning permit while training	 300
Exceeding maximum speed limit by not more than 20km/h
Country except in permitted cases	 400 
Driving below the minimum speed set for the road (if any) 	 400
Failure to provide a child seat for children under 4 years old	 400
A. 	Parking in a way that poses danger to passer by
B. 	Parking in a way that interrupts pedestrian movement	 400
Parking on pavements	 400
Failure to use indicators when changing direction or turning 	 400

Failure to give priority to vehicles coming from behind or left side	 400
A. 	Failure to get the car tested after carrying out major
	 modification to engine 	  
B. 	Failure to get the car tested after carrying out major
	 modification to chassis 	 400 
Failure of a light vehicle to abide by lane discipline 	 400 
A.	Failure of pedestrian to abide by traffic signals 
B.	Pedestrians crossing from undesignated areas 	 400 
Driving on lanes designated for taxis and buses except in
permitted cases 	 400 
Driving with a driving license issued by a foreign country
except in permitted cases 	 400 
A. 	Not carrying vehicle registration card
B.	Not carrying driving driving license 	 400
Using driving learning vehicle in prohibited times and areas 	 400
Placing marks on the road that may damage the road or block traffic 	 500 
Teaching driving in a nontraining vehicle without
permission from licensing authority 	 500 
Teaching driving in a training vehicle that does
not bear a learning sign 	 500 
Stopping vehicle on pedestrian crossing 	 500
Refusing to give traffic police name and address when required 	 500
Allowing others to drive a vehicle for which they are unlicensed 	 500
Not fixing reflective stickers at the back of the trucks
and transport vehicles 	 500 
A. 	Driving a vehicle that doesn’t meet with safety and
	 security standards
B. 	Driving a vehicle that is unfit for driving 	 500 
Stopping the yellow box	 500
Stopping on a pedestrian crossings
Parking behind the other cars and blocking their way 	 500 
Stopping the vehicle on a road junction or curve	 500
Parking in a wrong 	 500
Not securing vehicle while parked 	 500 
Allowing children on or under 10 years old, or those
under 145cm tall to sit in the front seat of a vehicle  	 400 

1.
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Writing phrases or placing stickers on vehicle without permission 	 500
Failure to abide by traffic signs and instruction	 500 
Placing signs on the road in a way that causes harm to the
road or interrupts traffic  	 500 
Failure to take road safety measures during vehicle breakdown 	 500 
Interrupting traffic in any other way not specified in this table 	 500
Dropping or spelling load from light vehicle 	 500 
Illegal use of commercial number plate (7 days confiscation) 	 500 
A. 	Teaching driving in a car that is not labeled as learning vehicle
B. 	Teaching driving in a car that is undesignated for this purpose
	 without permission from the licensing authority 
C. 	Teaching driving without a license	 500 
Exceeding maximum speed limit by not more than 30km/h	 600 
Overtaking in a prohibited places 	 600
Exceeding maximum speed limit by not more than 40km/h 	 700
Changing vehicle colour without permission	 800
Exceeding maximum speed limit by not more than 50km/h 	 1000
Parking on the left side of the road in prohibited place 	 1000

A. Towing a car or a boat without permission
B. Failure to abide by safety and security standards in
	 towing a car or boat 	 1000 
Rubbernecking and crowding a traffic accidents scenes 	 1000 
Operating industrial, construction and mechanical vehicles and
tractors without permission from licensing authority 	 1500 
Failure to raise exhaust pipe in trucks 	 1500 
A. 	Exceeding permitted level of tinting
B. 	Tinting a vehicle not allowed to be tinted 	 1500 
Not covering the load in the trucks 	 3000 
Using three wheel or more leisure bike in the road
(60 days confiscation) 	 3000 
Failure to handover driving license when the maximum
black points are accrued in the third traffic violation 	 3000 
Not receiving the light vehicle after the expiration of the 
legal period of vehicle confiscation 	 50 dhs /Day or
		  3000 as maximum 
Not receiving the heavy vehicle after the expiration of the
legal period of vehicle confiscation 	 1000 dhs/Day or
		  3000 as maximum 

1.
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Violation type	 Fine 

VIOLATION		  FINE	  LICENSE SUSPENSION 

Violation type	 Fine 

Driving under influence of Drugs, physchtropic substances	 Decided 	 60 Days	 Suspending license for 1 year starting from the penalty
or similar substance 	 by court 		  expiration date.
A.	Driving heavy vehicle in a way that poses danger to the			   Suspending license for 1 year starting from the licenae
	 drivers life or lives and safety of others.			   withdrawal date 
B. 	Driving a heavy vehicle in a way that harms public or
	 private properties	 3000	 -
Heavy vehicle crossihng a red traffic signal 	 3000	 -	 Suspending license for 1 year starting from the license
						     withdrawal date 
Heavy vehicle driver causes any accident resulting overturn			   Suspending license for 1 year starting from the license
of his vehicle or any other vehicle	 3000	 -	 withdrawal date
Overtaking from a prohibited place by trucks 	 3000	 -	 Suspending license for 1 year starting from the license
						     withdrawal date

CONFISCATION
PERIOD
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the vehicle’s alternator to recharge 
the battery. If this fails, it might 
be time to have the technician 
investigate the course. 

The colours and what they mean:
Blue = condition OK
Red = add distilled water
White = charging necessary

If yours shows different colours, 
check the vehicle’s manual or the 
label on the battery for more
information.

It is important to never leave the 
music system or lights in the vehicle 
switched on when you are away 
from the vehicle and have switched 
the engine off, as this can drain the 
battery.

Braking System 
There are two methods of applying 
brakes in all automobiles – the foot 
brake, which is most commonly 
used, and the parking brake, which 
is more commonly called the hand 
brake.

Watch out for the following warning 
signs that tell you it is time to check 
your brakes:
• 	 The red ‘brake’ lamp on the 	
	 dashboard lights up

•     	 Your ‘ABS’ (Anti-lock Braking      	
	 System) indicator is lit while     	
      	 you are driving
•      You can hear grinding or    	        	
	 squealing sounds coming      	
    	 from the wheels
• 	 The brake pedal feels 		
      	 different, such as when the    	
      	 pedal travels downward   	         	
	 more than it usually does
•     	 The car pulls to one side     	         	
	 when stopping.

Make sure the brake fluid level 
is topped up with the fluid 
recommended in the owner’s 
manual. You should service this at 
least every 25,000 to 30,000
kms.

If your vehicle has an ABS 
malfunction, you should get it 
attended to at your service station 
or garage as soon as possible.

If you are experiencing decreased 
braking performance, your 
mechanic will be able to determine 
if you need to replace the linings of 
your brake pads and shoes, or if the 
problem is caused by something 
else. Also remember to get the 
hand brake cables checked for 
corrosion, and oiled appropriately.

Bumper, Fender and Other 
Fixtures
Ensure that your bumper, fender, 
hub caps and other fixtures such as 
antennas are properly fixed
and do not hang loosely from their 
bolts, are unglued in certain areas, 
or have come unscrewed, as this 
could result in their dragging on 
the road or falling off while you are 
driving. This could pose a danger to 
the traffic.

Article 180
The vehicle must be fitted with 
front and rear bumpers solidly fitted 
to the chassis. They must be sturdy 
and strong enough to perform their 
required purpose.

Heavy transport vehicles must be 
equipped with bumpers which 
do not allow light vehicles to be 
squeezed underneath them in case 
of an accident.

3.
0

A. 	Driving a light vehicle that 
 	 does not comply with safety 
 	 and security conditions.
B. 	Driving a vehicle thatn is unfit 
 	 for driving

Fine 500
Dhs.
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3.
0

Clean Glass Surfaces
All the glass surfaces of a vehicle 
must be kept clean and clear in 
order that you may see clearly 
through them at all times. Liquid 
cleaner and a towel work well, and 
it is a good idea to keep a bottle of 
window washer handy. Clean the 
inside surfaces of the glass as well. 
Headlights, backup, brake and tail 
lights should be kept clean, too.

Defroster
Barring motorcycles, most vehicles 
have a defrosting device that keeps 
both the front and rear windows 
free of moisture to ensure that the 
driver has a clear view of the road.

Your defroster must be checked 
periodically, especially during the 
winter months, to ensure proper 
operation.

Engine
A poorly running engine may 
lose power during normal driving 
and emergencies, and may have 
problems with starting and fuel 
economy, while also causing air 
pollution.

It could also stop running when you 
are on the road, causing you and 
the traffic a considerable problem. 

It is best to follow the owner’s 
manual for maintenance
recommendations, while regular 
service is a must and must not be 
skipped.

You can check, via the dipstick, 
the level of engine oil present, by 
pulling it out when the vehicle 
has been left idle for more than 5 
minutes after a drive. Wipe it with a 
cloth or towel, reinsert it fully, and 
pull it back out to check if the oil 
level is above the minimum mark. 
Buy some oil in case a top-up is 
needed while ensuring that it is the 
right type for your vehicle.

Other parts associated directly with 
the engine may also need to be 
checked, such as the timing belt, 
spark plugs etc., and these must 
be duly inspected by a qualified 
mechanic.

Engine Cooling System
The antifreeze/coolant level in 
your vehicle must be checked 
periodically to ensure that 
the proper levels are always 
maintained, as recommended by
the owner’s manual of your vehicle. 
Low levels can lead to overheating, 
especially in warm weather. Some 
vehicles are factory-filled with 
coolant, and cannot be topped 
except at an authorised dealer, 
so make sure you adhere to the 
recommendations in the owner’s 
manual.

Also ensure that your radiator is 
properly topped up, but only when 
it is cool enough to touch, and 
there is no danger of pressurised 
steam causing any injury when the 
cap is opened.

Check the head gaskets of the 
engine for signs of rot and leakage, 
reduced air flow through the 
radiator due to leaves, debris, 
trapped plastic bags etc., and 
clogged or leaking pipes, as this 
could result in the engine heating 
up dangerously.

Exhaust System
Poisonous carbon monoxide and 
other gases emanating from a 
leaking exhaust system can cause 
death to the occupants of a vehicle 
within a very short time, and it is 
therefore important to check it 
periodically for cracks and leaks.
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Failure to have vehicle examined
after carrying out major 
modification to engine or body.

Fine 400
Dhs.

Driving a vehicle that pollutes 
the environment.

Fine	 Black Points 1000
Dhs. 6

Modifying vehicle’s engine
without permission.

Fine	 Black Points 1000
Dhs. 12
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The fuel grade used in your 
vehicle should be as per the 
recommendations in the owner’s 
manual, as using the wrong grade 
of fuel could adversely affect the 
catalytic converter.

Besides, the fuel gauge should also 
be functioning properly.

Head Restraints
Head restraints are designed 
to prevent whiplash, an injury 
to the cervical vertebrae in the 
neck, which occurs due to rapid 
acceleration and deceleration when 
you are hit by another vehicle from 
behind.

The head restraints should be 
adjusted so that they contact the 
back of your head comfortably.

Horn
The horn of your vehicle must be 
in good working order at all times, 
and must be used judiciously 
to warn children, bicyclists, 
pedestrians and motorists that you 

Fuel
Ensure that your vehicle always 
has enough fuel to complete the 
trip you are planning to make, 
even if it is for a short distance, as 
running out of fuel on a road can 
be dangerous to you and to other 
traffic as well, and could cause a 
traffic bottleneck.

are passing, or to signal danger to 
other motorists when necessary.

Never use the horn in aggression, 
or to signal to your passengers that 
you have arrived.

Article 179
The vehicle must be equipped with 
an adequate horn in good working 
condition in order to give out an 
audible warning when necessary. 
It may not have a multiple array 
of tones or sound like emergency 
vehicle horns (Police, Fire Brigade,
ambulances and others) or be of 
any type that is not authorized by 
the Licensing Authority.

Jumper Cables
Jumper cables, as their name 
suggests, are used to ‘jump start’ 
your vehicle in the event that the
battery loses all of its charge.

Consult the owner’s manual of your 
vehicle for its recommendations 

Never drive with rear door 
opened. If you do drive with your 
hatchback partially opened make 
sure your windows are open to 
ensure correct ventilation.
Beware that carbon monoxide is 
colourless, odourless & tasteless.

tip
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Driving a vehicle that omits gases 
or fumes with substances
exceeding permitted rates.

Fine 300
Dhs.

A.	 Using horns or car sound  
	 system in a disturbing way.
B. 	Driving at residential areas, edu- 
	 cation zones, hospitals in a way 
 	 that endangers others lives

Fine	 Black Points 4400
Dhs.
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when you brake suddenly or are 
in an accident. Secure any loose 
objects on the vehicle such as a 
loosely screwed aerial, and refrain 
from keeping sharp or hard objects 
that could fly about, inside the 
vehicle. Also make sure that there 
are no objects under the accelerator 
or brake pedal, such as a child’s toy, 
which could prevent you from using 
the pedals effectively.

Rear-view Mirrors
Rear-view mirrors, i.e. the left 
side mirror, the centre mirror and 
the right side mirror should all 
be adjusted so that you get the 
widest view possible while almost 
eliminating blind spots.

As a driver, the centre mirror should 
let you see fully out of the rear 
window, and in order to cover the 
smallest blind spot at the right 
side of the vehicle, tweak it so you 
can see the edge of your right rear 
window post. To minimise the blind 
spot area, adjust the right and left 
mirrors just beyond the point where 
you can see the side of the vehicle 
on the inside edge of the mirror.

Article 65
Vehicle drivers shall use the low 
beam in populated areas, and along 
roads provided with sufficient 
public lighting outside populated 
areas, and shall not use such lights 
when the vehicle is parked. 

High beams may not be used 
except in unlit external roads, and 
when visibility is too low for safe 
driving, provided drivers observe 
not to daze other road users. 

Furthermore, high beams may only 
be used intermittently when the 
vehicle meets another coming in 
the opposite direction, with the 
intention of drawing its attention 
to lower its lights, or to inform the 
driver of the vehicle in front, that it 
intends to overtake it.

It is prohibited to install and use 
flood lights on the road.

Loose Objects
Loose objects on or in your vehicle 
can hurt people inside or outside 

on how to use the jumper cables 
effectively and safely with your 
vehicle’s battery.

Lights
All vehicles must be equipped with 
at least two headlights, as well as a 
rear licence plate light, brake lights, 
directional indicator lights and 
taillights, and all of these must be 
visible from a distance of 500 feet at 
a minimum.

Make sure that all of these lights are 
operational. A misaligned headlight 
may illuminate unintended areas 
and may blind pedestrians and 
traffic in front of your vehicle.

Article 63
The vehicle driver shall switch on 
his vehicle’s indicator lights during 
night hours between sunset and 
sunrise, as well as during day 
time when visibility is low due to 
any reason which may render his 
vehicle less visible, if its lights are 
not on, knowing that front and rear 
lights must be used.
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• 	 Driving at night or in foggy 	
	 conditions without lights.

black points 4

Broken lights

black points 6
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few miles from home at surprisingly 
low speeds.

About 50% of children killed in 
traffic accidents were unrestrained 
passengers!  Probably none of those 
children would have died if they 
were travelling in an appropriate 
and properly fitted child safety seat 
system.  We will never know where 
or when the next accident will 
happen, so doesn’t it make sense to 
protect your most precious cargo… 
they may thank you for the rest of 
their lives?

A child car seat is one that is 
specifically designed to fit a child. 
During a crash at just 50 kmph, an 
unrestrained child would be thrown 
forward with a force 30-60 times its 
body weight.  It could be thrown 
about inside the vehicle thereby 

Safety Innovations
There are many innovations that 
have made modern-day driving 
more safe and, to an extent,
more predictable. These include 
Electronic Traction Control, airbags, 
side impact beams, crumple zones, 
the Antilock Braking System, In-Car 
Global Positioning Systems and the 
like. To find out how these systems 
can be used optimally for your 
safety, and to check if your vehicle 
is equipped with the same, consult 
the owner’s manual of your vehicle.

Seat Belts
It is a good practice to put your 
seatbelts on as soon as you are 
seated in your vehicle, and to 
instruct other occupants of the 
vehicle to do so as well. Use
restraints for small children, 
especially if they are riding in 
the back seat in a vehicle with 
passenger side air bags, while 
children over the age of 4 must
wear seat belts.

You must wear your seat belt even 
on short trips, as many traffic 
accidents and deaths occur within a 

injuring itself and sometimes 
seriously injuring (or killing) other 
people in the vehicle. Also, there 
is the possibility of the child being 
thrown out of one of the windows 
during the impact. 

It is also not safe to hold a child 
on your lap. The child could get 
crushed between your body and 
the car’s interior during a crash. The 
child would be torn away from your 
arms even if you are using a seat 
belt and holding the child tight. 
Also, it is dangerous to use a seat 
belt around yourself and your child 
(or around two children). The use of 
seat belts or the appropriate child 
safety restraint system depending 
upon the age, height and weight 
of the child would act as a safety 
mechanism and help protect the 
child. 

  remember

Proper alignment of mirrors for a 
clear view and the minimisation 
of blind spots does not excuse 
you from performing over-the 
-shoulder check when changing 
lanes.
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Failure to wear seatbelt by driver or 
by any of the passengers. Dhs.400 
each for drivers & passengers

Fine	 Black Points 400
Dhs. 4

Allowing children less than 10 
years to sit in the front seat in the 
vehicle.

black points 400
Dhs.
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helps you to 
compare your 
speed to that 
of the imposed 
speed limit, so 
it is imperative 
that you have a 
properly working
speedometer at all times.

Starting
The owner’s manual of your vehicle 
will guide you with regard to 
starting the vehicle properly. You 
must always make sure that your 
parking brake is engaged before 
starting the vehicle. For manual 
transmissions, the gears should not 
be engaged, while for vehicles with 
an automatic transmission, the gear 
selector should be set to ‘Park’ while 
starting.

Steering
A jammed, loose or improperly 
aligned steering wheel prevents 
you from taking the direction you 
want to take, and makes the vehicle 
difficult to control. Both your hands 

Seating Position 
Your seating position is important 
not just to your level of comfort 
while driving, but also to your 
ability to check your mirrors 
constantly and to your chances 
of being saved in an accident. 
You should adjust your seat to 
a comfortable position, so that 
you can reach the pedals and see 
through the windshield easily. 
Never drive with the seat in a 
reclined or somewhat-reclined 
position.

If you move your seat too far 
forward, you will not be able to 
steer effectively. The minimum 
distance you should maintain from 
the steering wheel should be at 
least 12 inches, so that the airbag 
makes contact safely with your 
chest, and not your face or chin, 
which could result in serious head 
or neck injuries.

Speedometer
The speedometer in your vehicle 

should be placed on opposite 
sides of the steering  wheel, i.e. the 
left hand between the 8 and 10 
o’clock positions and the right hand 
between 2 and 4 o’clock.

Besides being comfortable, steering 
is controlled better with this 
position.

When turning tight corners, the 
‘hand-over-hand’ technique works 
best. Do not attempt one-handed 
manoeuvres or let the steering 
wheel slip through your fingers.

Suspension System
Apart from merely providing a 
comfortable ride, the suspension 
systems helps you control your 
vehicle effectively, since after a 
bump or sharp turn, the vehicle 
requires more control.

Have a faulty suspension system 
checked by a good mechanic, as 
broken springs/shock absorbers 
place stress on the entire vehicle 
and its engine.

Transmission

Manual transmission
In vehicles with a manual 
transmission, it is advisable to 
depress the clutch pedal all the way 
down when starting. It is imperative 
to depress the clutch pedal while 
making a gear change, and when 
your speed drops to less than 20 
kmph as you are coming to a stop.
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remember

Baby prams are to be kept at the 
back. Never keep the baby pram 
facing the rear in the front seat.

Do not assume that you can 
brace yourself on impact at lower 
speeds, because, even at a speed 
as low as 40 kmph, you will not be 
able to react quickly enough to 
avoid getting injured.
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Drive carefully on extremely rough 
surfaces, and make stops to let the 
tyres cool during long drives in the 
hot summer months.

Windshield Wipers
Windshield wipers wipe rain off 
the windshield, rear window and 
also headlights in some cases, and 
also clear dust off them during 
sand storms and dusty weather 
conditions. Ensure that all your 
wipers are working well at all times, 
and replace the blades if they do 
not clear water or dust well.

Tyres
It is obvious that tyres that have 
worn out treads or are bald will not 
provide the same traction as
properly treaded tyres, especially 
in conditions when the road is 
slippery. Consult the owner’s 
manual of the vehicle for the 
correct tyre pressure to be
maintained in relation to the load 
factor, as well as the kind of tyres 
to be used. Never drive with the 
tyres over- or under-inflated, and 
check for nicks, cuts, tears, bulges 
and foreign objects that might have 
pierced the tyres. Always check the 
tyre pressure when starting the 
journey.

If the wear on the tyres is uneven, 
this could point to improper 
alignment, so it is important to have 
the alignment checked. 

Refrain from ‘riding the clutch’, 
which is driving with your foot 
constantly on the clutch pedal.
Never ‘coast’ with the vehicle in 
neutral or with the clutch pedal 
depressed, and when going down 
steep declines, keep the vehicle in a 
lower gear.

Automatic Transmission
The boon of automatic 
transmissions is never having
to change gears, except in 
extraordinary situations. Consult 
the owner’s manual of the vehicle 
to understand the proper use of 
the gears, such as driving down 
steep mountain grades, driving at 
low speeds on slippery surfaces, 
emergency deceleration in the 
event of a brake failure etc.
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Avoid driving with footwear which 
could slip/get caught up in pedals. 
If you have loose fitting footwear 
take them off and put them aside 
before begining to drive.

tip

Review questions for this 
chapter: Page 151

Driving with expired tyres 

Fine	 Black Points
7 Days Confiscation 

500
Dhs. 4
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	 vehicle ahead of you passes 		
	 this stationary object, start 		
	 counting – “one-thousand-		

	 one, one-thousand-two” etc.
3	 If you pass the stationary object 	
	 before you finish counting 		
	 one-thousand-two, it means 		

	 that you are not maintaining a 	
	 safe separation distance.

Thus, if you are following too close 
you should slow down slightly to 
increase the separation distance 
and repeat steps 1 to 2 until you 
have achieved a safe separation 
distance.

past you, you find yourself trying 
to compute its speed based on the 
speed at which you are travelling. 
But such mental computations get 
complex when you try to figure out 
the speed of the vehicle you are 
following, on account of the varying 
speeds of both vehicles.

The widely accepted methodology 
of calculating separation distance 
is to use time as a factor, as all of us 
have internal clocks. This is called 
the two-second rule, where we 
‘count’ seconds to help us judge the 
separation distance.

Broadly, the two-second rule gives 
you about 2 car lengths between 
you and the car ahead of you for 
every twenty kmph of speed you 
are travelling. In bad weather or 
poor road conditions, or when you 
are being tailgated, you must use 
atleast 3-4 seconds to be safe.

Steps to follow for a two-second 
rule separation distance
1	 Identify a stationary object 		
	 on or near the road, preferably 	

	 a tree, billboard, lamppost, etc.

2 	When the rear bumper of the 	

4.1.2 Separation and 
Stopping Distances

Article 50
A vehicle driver shall maintain 
enough distance between him 
and the vehicle in front of him, to 
be able to stop when the vehicle 
ahead suddenly reduces its speed. 
He shall be alert to the signals 
made by the driver of the vehicle 
ahead. Brakes may not be applied 
suddenly without justification and 
the drivers of all vehicles moving in 
one group shall maintain sufficient 
distances between them, to 
enable vehicles cruising at higher 
speeds to use such distances to 
avoid accidents and dangers when 
overtaking others.

Separation Distance 
Though a safe separation distance 
would be difficult to define in exact 
terms, this manual will follow the 
international pattern adopted 
by safety agencies and driver 
education programs which use 
‘time’ for judging the separation 
distance.

The Two-second Rule 
Many-a-time, when a vehicle races 

4.
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Fig. 4.1.4 (1)

Fig. 4.1.4 (2)

Fig. 4.1.4 (3)

definition 

An activity in which you close the 
front gate of your vehicle and the 
rear gate of another vehicle by 
following the vehicle too closely.

66

Failure to maintain sufficient 
distance from the vehicle in front.

Fine	 Black Points 400
Dhs. 4
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Passing at Night
Needless to say, nighttime passing 
manoeuvres require you to be 
more careful on account of lower 
visibility.

How to pass safely at night (Fig. 
4.1.12)

1. 	 Your headlights should be 		
switched to low beam as you 	
approach a vehicle from behind. 
Toggle your high beams on and 
off quickly to signal to the driver 

4.
1.

7

ahead that you want to pass. As 	
with passing in the daytime, 	
signal, check your mirrors and 
blind spot and move out to the 
left lane to pass.

2. 	 As you move to the side of the 
vehicle you are passing, turn 
on your high beamsto be able 
to see more of the road ahead. 
After overtaking, signal your 
intention to move back into the 
original lane only after you can 
see the entire vehicle you have 
passed in your rear view mirror, 
and then make the lane change.

Passing on the Right

Only in certain circumstances is 
passing on the right permitted, as 
listed below:

• 	 When there are two or more 
lanes of traffic moving in the 
same direction, and when 
passing is not restricted by signs.

• 	 When the vehicle you are 
passing is making a left turn

On a two-lane road that has traffic 
moving in opposite directions, you 

Fig. 4.1.12

may not pass when:
• 	 A ‘DO NOT PASS’ or ‘NO 		
	 OVERTAKING’ sign is present.
• 	 A continuous line is present 		
	 on your side of the centre line.
•	 On hills and curves.
• 	 You are approaching an 		
	 intersection. 

• 	 A sufficient view ahead to 		
	 complete your manoeuvre is 	
	 obstructed.

A B A BA B

Fig. 4.1.13

1
2
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black points

Overtaking in a wrong way.

6

black points

Overtaking on the hard shoulder.

6

Review questions for this 
chapter: Page 151

When passing vehicles that are 
parked, watch for doors that 
open suddenly and for vehicles 
moving from a parked position.

Never drive off the road and onto 
road abutment to pass another 
vehicle.

tipsFine

Not giving way for vehicles to
pass on the left.

400
Dhs.

black points

Overtaking from the right side.

4
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Driving a vehicle below the minimum
speed limit of the road, if any 400 - -

Exceeding the maximum speed by more
than 80 km/h 3000 23 60 Days

Con�s-
cation

Exceeding the maximum speed by more
than 60 km/h 2000 12 30 Days
Exceeding the maximum speed by more
than 60 km/h 1500 6 15 Days
Exceeding the maximum speed by more
than 50 km/h 1000 - 15 Days
Exceeding the maximum speed by more
than 40 km/h 700 - -
Exceeding the maximum speed by more
than 30 km/h 600 - -
Exceeding the maximum speed by more
than 20 km/h 300 - -
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2.   	In residential areas from 		
midnight to 6.00 am

3.   	While the vehicle is parked
4.  	 At times and places specified 	

by the licensing  authority.

The Licensing Authority may 
prohibit the use of certain types of 
horns which may annoy or disturb 
inhabitants.

13) Heavy Vehicles Not Allowed
This sign prohibits entry into or use 
of certain roads, and can be found 
on approach to certain tunnels, 
bridges junctions or highways 
etc. (in which instance timings are 
specified). 

Arrows on some of these signs 
represent lanes that these heavy 
vehicles are allowed to use and the 
ones they are not supposed to use. 

Supplementary signs also list 
timings, specifying the times that 

certain roads can be used by these 
vehicles.

14) Priority to Traffic from 
Opposite Direction

Here, the small red 
arrow represents you 
and the large black 
arrow represents 
oncoming traffic. 
This sign is found 

on two-way roads where your 
path terminates and is diverted to 
the opposite carriageway. Before 
you turn onto the other track, 
it is imperative that you watch 
for vehicles approaching, and if 
present, allow these vehicles right-
of-way. Pass when the road is clear.

15) Move Ahead Only & not turn 
right / left / make U turn
This sign communicates that you 
must go ahead only, and not turn 
right or left or take U-turns, even 
if there are roads that turn left or 
right, or have a U-turn. It must 
also be noted that parking is not 
allowed, and one must proceed 
ahead.

16) Turn Right / Turn Left
The Turn Right sign signifies an 

imperative to turn right, and is an 
order sign. There can be no left turn 
made, and is typically seen when 
you are approaching the main road 
from a side road that is more-or-less 
perpendicular to the main road. It is 
an L-shaped road, and the turn is in 
the form of an ‘L’. This sign is posted 
at the point facing the terminating 
road. 

For left turns the same is true, 
although the direction of 
movement changes.

17) Turn Right Ahead / Turn Left 
Ahead

Where this sign is posted you must 

turn only in the direction indicated.

18) One-way Traffic
This sign indicates 
the movement of 
traffic in one direction 
only. Vehicles do 

4.
2.
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Fine 	 black points
A. 	Using horn or car sound system  
	 in a disturbing way.
B. 	Driving at residential areas,
	 educational zones, hospitals in a  
	 way that endangers others lives.

4400
Dhs.
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Article 35
A vehicle driver shall reduce 
his speed when approaching a 
pedestrian crossing at which the 
traffic is regulated by traffic light 
signals or a policeman. If the traffic 
is blocked in front of him, he shall 
stop before the pedestrian crossing, 
and shall not move when the traffic 
is open for him, except after the 
pedestrian crossing is vacated by 
the pedestrians who have already 
started to cross, and shall stop 
completely until they cross.

Article 36
A vehicle driver shall reduce his 
speed, when changing his direction 
to enter another road, in order to 
give way to pedestrians who have 
already started to cross that road, 
and shall stop completely until they 
cross.

19) Traffic Signal Ahead
This sign advises that a traffic signal 
is present ahead. If you are at a 
distance from the traffic signal, 
you must reduce your speed as 
you approach the signal, and if you 
see that the signal continues to be 
green, down speed and proceed 

with caution. Position your vehicle 
depending on the direction you 
would proceed. (Also see page 93 
on Traffic Signals) Jumping a red 
signal can cause grave accidents 
involving many vehicles.

20) U turn
This sign simply 
communicates that 
a U-turn is allowed 
where it is posted. In 
busy intersections 

you are likely to encounter U-turn 
signs with a supplementary sign 
restricting U-turns for heavy 
vehicles.

21) High Voltage Overhead 
Cables
This sign alerts drivers’ attention 
to the high voltage cables running 
overhead, on the road where it 
is posted. While it is not likely 
that your vehicle would be high 
enough to touch it, there is a risk of 
electrocution if it does touch a low-
lying cable. 

22) Opening Bridge
This sign warns of a bridge that 
opens at intervals, and is posted 
at or before the foot of the bridge. 
When you see this sign, check for 
any other signs or traffic signals to 
check whether the bridge is open 
for traffic. 

In Dubai you will be informed in 
advance through informational sign 
boards that the bridge is closed for 
traffic (see picture)

Traffic signals
tip

If you spot a broken cable, do not 
stop or park to investigate, stop 
when & where safe do so to ring 
the emergency services on 999.

4.
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tip

Do not sound the horn, overtake 
or change lanes at a pedestrian 
crossing. Give priority to 
pedestrians. Do not stall on the 
pedestrian crossing.

Fine 	 black points
Passing the red signal lights for 
light vehicles & motorcyle

121000
Dhs.
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4.2.7 Information Signs

1) No Through Road
This sign clearly indicates that the 
road comes to an end ahead. You 
must reduce your speed and search 
for an alternate route or exit on 

This sign is often found in parking 
areas where the road ends, 
signifying that the exit is located 
elsewhere. Where there are dead-

enough space to allow you to turn 
and exit. 

2) Priority Over Vehicles from 
Opposite Direction

In this sign, you are 
represented by the 
large white arrow, 
while the small red 
arrow represents 

opposite direction that is diverted 
to your path. 

Although you do have right-of-way 

exercise caution at the point where 

the actual diversion meets your 
path. 

3) Parking
Sign #1 advertises a parking area 
at which you either have to pay 
for parking or the parking is free. 
Observe the supplementary signs 
that indicate parking timings or 
other considerations. Do not park at 
areas where sign #2 is posted.

4 ) Hospital Zone

A sign that marks 
a hospital zone 
advises you to 
reduce speed; 
look out for 

emergency situations that you 
might be hindering; give priority 
to ambulances, police vehicles 
and pedestrians; and refrain from 
sounding the horn. 

Also take care never to stop or 
park at the exit or entrance of the 
hospital compound. 

5) No Turning for Heavy Vehicles
This sign prohibits trucks and 
other heavy vehicles from turning, 

and is a supplementary sign that 
accompanies a U-turn sign. 

This yellow sign alerts you to the 

You must slow down and make 
driving judgments judiciously 
while anticipating the movement 

distance from the vehicle in front of 
you.

4.2.8 Road Markings

important information relating 
to road use, so also do the road 
markings you encounter frequently 
while driving.

Markings guide road users in 
positioning their vehicles. The 
picture below highlights the 
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most important road markings. A 
detailed explanation of each has 
been provided in the following 
pages. 

1. Stop line 
 When you see this line ahead 

of you at an intersection or a 

before it and refrain from 
crossing over until the road is 
clear or the signal has turned 
green. 

2.  Give Way Line 
 This is a thick intermittent line 

that instructs you to ‘yield’ and 
is often found in conjunction 
with a ‘Give way’ sign. You must 

and give way to oncoming 

this road marking across your 
lane. 

3.  Yellow grid / box 
 Take care not to stall on this 

box when you are crossing an 
intersection, and before you 
enter the box always make 
sure the exit of the box is clear.

4.  Pedestrian crossing 
 This is a zebra-striped marking 

across the roadway used by 
pedestrians to cross the road. 
Such crossings may at times 

Nevertheless, yield right-of-
way to pedestrians when you 
encounter this marking.

5.  Painted island 
 You are not allowed to drive 

over this area, which is marked 
with diagonal lines.

6.  Directional arrows 
 These arrows point the 

direction you are allowed to 
turn into from your lane, and 
could be a) right b) left c) 
straight or right and d) straight 
or left. 

7.  Lane separators
 This is a painted area of the 

road that demarcates

directions.

8.  Merge arrow
 Arrows that slant either to 

the right or left indicate that 
the lane they are drawn on is 

8

2

5

9

6

7

3
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1
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terminating ahead and that 
the driver must move to the 
lane they are pointing towards.

9.  Intermittent / Continuous  
 lines
 These lines between lanes 

indicate to the driver whether 
or not it is safe to make a lane 
change manoeuvre. Such lines 
may be:

  a.  Short intermittent lines
  b.  Long intermittent lines
  c.  Continuous lines (for a 

detailed explanation, refer to 
Module 4.1Observing Lane 
Discipline)

10.  End-of-road markings
 This is a yellow line beyond 

which is a ‘hard shoulder’ 

to move.   

Deceleration lane

These arrows instruct the driver to 
decelerate (reduce speed) to take 
a deceleration lane that may for 
example, allow the driver to exit a 
freeway.

No stopping / No parking 

electronically control 

are normally placed 
at busy intersections 
and also at pedestrian 
crosswalks. Signals  

enforce discipline by allowing the 
right-of-way to road users. This 
depends on various considerations, 
for example, the time of the day, the 

you when to stop and when to 
proceed. These lights are also 

assisted by the road markings, 
which instruct drivers where to 

the international standard – Red, 
Yellow(Amber) and Green from top 
to bottom respectively.

Article 25
Lights regulating 

follows:

Red Light: Vehicles 
must stop and may 
not cross this signal.

Green Light: Vehicles 
are allowed to pass, 
observing precaution 
and making sure that 
the road is clear

Pedestrian crossing on dual-carriageway 
(diagram shows one side only)

Pedestrian crossing on a single carriageway

remember    
Stop behind the Stop Line.

remember   
Even if the Green Light is on, do 
not enter the yellow grid on an 
intersection till the exit is clear.

4.
2.
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Fine 

Stopping on a yellow box.

500
Dhs.
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Article 27
Neither traffic signs, signals and 
lines, nor the instructions of 
Traffic and other Police Officers 
shall relieve road users of their 
responsibility to observe the 
utmost care and precaution.

Article 28
The instructions and indications of 
the Traffic and other Police Officers 
shall have priority over traffic rules, 
as well as over traffic lights, road 
signals and traffic organization 
lines.

Yellow (Amber) light: 
This light appears 
after the green light, 
and it means that the 
vehicles shall stop 
and may not cross 
the stopping line, or 
the line found at the 
level of the traffic light 
post, nor may they surpass the 
pedestrian crossing. However, if the 
vehicle cannot safely stop at this 
point, it may proceed with crossing 
the intersection while observing 
care and alertness.

Intermittent Yellow 
(Amber) Light: The 
vehicle can pass, if the 
road is clear, observing 
precaution and care.

Green Arrow: Indicates 
the traffic direction regulated by 
the signal, allowing the vehicles to 
pass through.

Intermittent Yellow 
(Amber) Light fitted 
on single-light posts: 
Means priority is given 
to vehicles coming 
from the left side at 
intersections, roundabouts, road 
junctions and also warns of the 
presence of pedestrian crossings 
and that precaution and care must 
be taken.

remember    
Even if you have the right-of-way 
at a traffic signal you must yield 
to any approaching emergency 
vehicle.

tip

Always obey directions given by 
Traffic and other Police Officers 
even when their directions differ 
from that of the traffic lights and 
signs.

4.
2.
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black points     

Passing the red signal lights.

12

tip

Typically, accidents occur when 
you decide to ‘jump the yellow 
light’ and collide into a driver 
from the crossing traffic who has 
‘outsmarted the green light’. 

Review questions for this 
chapter: Page 152
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4.4.4  Making Turns and Signalling at a Typical Roundabout
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Fig. 4.4.2

Continue indicating 

roundabout

lane and indicate right

you switch on?                         Right Indicator  Right Indicator

Which lane should       2-Lane Roundabout 3-Lane Roundabout

you use for entering                 use only    use only 

the roundabout?                     Right Lane                 Right Lane

           Less than halfway around the roundabout

you switch on?                          No Indicator  Right Indicator

Which lane should       2-Lane Roundabout 3-Lane Roundabout

you use for entering                 use only    use only 

the roundabout?                     Right Lane                Right or Centre Lane

           Halfway around the roundabout

Indicate right and check 
over your shoulder as 

roundabout

Begin in either lane.
No indicators required

Fig. 4.4.3





FNDI BEGINNER’S TRAINING MANUAL

4.5 - Signalling & Turns

Rules of the Road





FNDI BEGINNER’S TRAINING MANUAL

4.5 - Signalling & Turns
4.

5.
1

4.5.1 Signalling

Signalling with the directional 
indicators is a pre-requisite for safe 
turning manoeuvres, whether into 
another roadway, a parking lot or 

a parked position. Signalling also 
includes using the brake lights to 
indicate slowing down or stopping. 

It is imperative that you signal 
with your directional indicators, 
especially when changing lanes, 
because other drivers expect you 
to keep to your lane until you have 
signalled your intention to move 
into another one. This gives them 
as well as pedestrians, cyclists 
and other road users time to react 
appropriately to your movements.

Article 60
A driver preparing to enter the road 
or from one part of the road onto its 
stream, or from a parking or lay-by 
at the side of the road, must not 
enter the road or its stream, except 
after ascertaining that this can be 
done without exposing others to
danger, and shall always clearly 
announce his intention to do so, at 
the appropriate time, and
by using the vehicle direction 
indicators or hand signals, and shall 
also observe the same when exiting 
the road or its stream to one of its 
sides, and this shall be done, under 
all circumstances, at a low speed.

4.5.2 How to Signal 

You must use your directional 
indicators before/as you: 

•  Change lanes or move your 
vehicle to the right or left

•  Turn at an intersection, or into a 
driveway or parking lot

•  Move away from a parked 
location

•  Pull over to the kerb or the side 
of the road 

•  Slow down or stop your vehicle 
suddenly (hazard signal)

•  Reverse your vehicle (reverse 
indicator which automatically 
switches on when you move to 
the reverse gear)

Article 61

The driver of the vehicle may 
not drive in reverse except when 
necessary, and on condition that

after giving the appropriate signal. 
Prior to doing so, he shall
ascertain that the road is clear, 
that he shall not expose others to 
danger, and that reverse driving
shall not exceed the necessary 
distance. When required, he shall 
seek the assistance of someone
to direct him.

Fig. 4.5.1 Hand Signal: Left Turn

Fig. 4.5.2 Hand Signal: I intend to 
stop 

Fig. 4.5.3 Hand Signal: Slowing 
down
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should not leave its engine running, 
and must make certain it cannot be 
moved in his absence.

Article 64
The driver of a vehicle parked on 
a road not equipped with public 
lighting or when visibility is low, 
shall announce the presence 
of his vehicle, by switching on 
the indicator lights or using the 
reflective triangle.

The following are some of the 
parking related traffic offences and 
their corresponding Black Points:

1. 	 Parking the vehicle in front of 
fire hydrants, and at locations 
reserved for parking of 
handicapped or emergency 
vehicle

2. 	 Parking a car in a manner 
causing danger to pedestrians 

	
3. 	 Parking vehicles on pavement.

4. 	 Misuse of parking lots

5.	 Parking the car behind other 
vehicles, thus impeding their 
movement - Fine Dhs 500

6. 	 Parking a vehicle on the left 

Further,

Article 3
No vehicle may be parked on the 
road unless its driver is compelled 
to do so. However, he shall take 
all the necessary precautions to 
prevent accidents, which could 
occur as a result of the vehicle 
being left there, provided that this 
will not result in obstructing traffic. 

Vehicles must be parked to the 
right side of the road, away from 
exits, junctions, intersections, 
roundabouts, gradients and curves. 

Warning lights must be turned on 
if the vehicle is not parked off the 
road or off same during the period 
between sunset and sunrise, as 
required in order to warn others 
of its presence. Furthermore, all 
necessary arrangements should 
be taken to ensure the safety of 
traffic along the road, and the driver 

4.
6.
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4.6.1 Types of Parking

There are several types of parking, 
depending on the parking spaces 
available at various locations. These 
include

1.  Parallel Parking
2.  Angle Parking and
3.  Hill Parking

Before we proceed with the above 
types of parking, you need to be 
aware of the UAE Traffic laws related 
to parking.

The driver of a motor vehicle 
will take care:

Article 5 (4)
Not to park a motor car in places 
where parking is forbidden, and if 
his stopping on the road becomes 
an inevitable necessity, he must 
keep to the right side of the 
road,  and keep away from road 
intersections, road crossings, slopes 
and turns. 

Article 7
Not to use roads in a way that 
causes obstruction of the flow of 
traffic, persons and animals. 

Article 42
Not to park a motor vehicle or any 
part thereof, or any mechanical 
equipment for the purpose of repair 
unless the repair of the vehicle is 
carried out in a short time and does 
not cause disruption of traffic.

121

Fine

Not doing the necessary for the 
safety of the traffic movement 
when the vehicle is out of order.

500
Dhs.

Fine 

Stopping vehicle on the left side
of the road in prohibited places.

1000
Dhs.

Fine  

Leaving a vehicle on the road 
with the engine running.

500
Dhs.
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side of the road at prohibited 
locations - Fine Dhs. 1000/-

7.	 Parking in prohibited places.

8.	 Not securing vehicle while 
parked - Fine Dhs. 500/-

9.	 Violating loading or unloading
	 regulations in parking.

10.	 Parking in loading and 
offloading areas without need.

	 Fine Dhs. 200/-

4.6.2 Parallel Parking

Parallel parking means parking 
vehicles in a line, front to rear next 
to the pavement / footpath. Parallel 
parking is normally done in the 
direction of the traffic, that is on 
your right hand side. This is done 
to make it easy for the driver to join 
the road while exiting the parking. 
This type of parking may seem 
slightly difficult at first, but with 
enough practice, just about anyone 
can master it.

1. 	 Most parallel parking spaces or 
parking bays are clearly marked 
on the road surface to fit only 
one vehicle. In places where a 
parking space is not marked, 
you must first choose a parking 
space that your vehicle could 
possibly fit into. To do this, 

a. 	 Stop your car (shown as A in Fig 
4.6.1) adjacent   to the available 
space. 

b. 	 Check whether you have 
enough of a gap to come out of 
the parked position and at the 
same time without obstructing 
the movement of vehicles 
B and C. Ideally, the space 
required for parking your car 
may be about one-and-a-half 
times the length of your car. 

2. 	 Always slow down well ahead 
of the parking space and switch 
on your right indicator, so that 
other drivers are aware of your 
intention to park. Position your 
vehicle A parallel to vehicle B 
with your rear bumper aligned 
to at least half its length. Shift 
to reverse, making sure that 
no other vehicle is behind you 
before you start to park.

3. 	 Start reversing slowly. As soon 
as you can see vehicle B’s 
tailgate in your rear side outer 
window start turning your 
steering completely to the 

tip

When you get the first view of 
vehicle B’s rear on your right 
hand rear quarter glass, start 
turning your steering completely 
to the right. Continue reversing 
slowly at the same time.

Fig 4.6.1

Fig 4.6.2

Fig 4.6.3

Fig 4.6.4

Fig 4.6.5

Fig 4.6.6
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A
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B C
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A

CB

A
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B C

A
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A
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A CBB CA
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6.1 Application for 
Registration of a Motor 
Vehicle
Article 124
A motor vehicle may not be driven 
and no one may be allowed to 
drive the same on the road, unless 
it is registered and licensed in 
accordance with the provisions of 
the law and resolutions issued in 
execution thereof as well as with 
the provisions hereof

Article 126
The Application for registration to 
place a motor vehicle in circulation 
shall be submitted by the owner 
or his representative, on the form 
prepared for the purpose, to the 
Licensing Authority, after payment 
of the prescribed fees.

Article 127
The application for registration shall 
be submitted with the following 
attachments:

1 	 Proof of the owner’s identity, 
place of residence, capacity, 
nationality, and profession.

2 	 Proof of ownership of the 
vehicle to be registered

3 	 In cases where the appointment 
of a legal representative 
is required, the deed of 
appointment of the owner’s 
representative, stating his 
place of residence, capacity, 
nationality and profession

4 	 The technical inspection form
5	 Vehicle accident insurance 

policy. Such policy may be 
submitted after the technical 
inspection is undertaken and 
the validity of the vehicle 
established.

6 	 The copy of the Commercial 
Activity licence (Trade Licence), 
in case the vehicle to be 
licensed is to be reserved for 
public service or allowed for use 
for that purpose.

6.2 Documents to be 
Submitted Along with the 
Application

6.2.1 Proof of Identity:

Article 128

For UAE Nationals:
As proof of identity, a UAE National 

may submit his passport, individual 
civil status extract or identity card 
issued by competent authorities.

For Expatriates:
As for proof of identity and place of 
residence of an expatriate vehicle 
owner, the latter must submit a 
valid passport with a valid residence 
permit and a certified letter from his 
employer.

6.2.2 Proof of Ownership of 
Motor Vehicle:

Article 129
In order to prove one’s ownership 
of a motor vehicle, any of the 
following documents is accepted:

1 	 A deed of sale regarding same 
issued by the manufacturer or 
by one of the motor vehicle sale 
agencies duly entered as such in 
the Commercial Register in the 
State.

2	 The document containing the 
ownership transferring the legal 
disposition in cases other than 
those stated in the foregoing 
clause, with the signature of the 
seller duly notarized. Otherwise, 
the owner must sign the sale 
contract before the competent 
Licensing Authority official, after 
due verification of his identity 
and the competent official must 
make a note of the same on the 
written deed.

3 	 The Vehicle Customs Clearance 
Certificate for vehicles imported 
from abroad for the first time

145

black points

Driving a vehicle without number
plates.

23

black points

Not fixing number plates in
designated places.

2

Fine

Driving a vehicle without 
carrying the registration card.

500
Dhs.
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6.4 Validity and Renewal of 
Registration 

Article 136 

Upon expiry of the registration, a 
registration renewal application 
must be submitted within one 
month from the expiry, provided 
that the insurance coverage 
remains effective through out that 
period.

transfer deed, and all documents 
proving the identity, domicile, 
capacity, and nationality of the new 
owner, in addition to an insurance 
policy covering at least third party 
liability and a certificate proving 
payment of fines for violations 
committed inside the State up until 
the date of the ownership transfer 
application. The holder of the first 
license shall remain liable for the 
vehicle until the registration is 
transferred to the other party.

6.6 Other Related 
Registration Issues 

6.6.1 Intimation of Change of 
Address of Vehicle Owner

Article 139
The owner of the vehicle, or his 
legal representative, must notify the 
Licensing Authority, within 14 days, 
in case of any change in his address 
stated in the Administration 
records, by submitting valid proof 
confirming his new address.

6.6.2 Alteration of Body of 
Motor Vehicle

Article 140
A motor vehicle’s body may not 
be altered, nor may its colour 
be changed except by virtue of 
the Licensing Authority’s prior 
consent. The motor vehicle owner 
undertakes to ask the Licensing 
Authority to inspect the vehicle 
after any major substantial changes 
in the engine, body or colour.

tip

The validity of the registration 
shall be for one year subject to 
renewal. This validity is extended 
for 2 years for new Light Motor 
Vehicles as of the date of its first 
registration.

6.
4

147

tip

Where an application for 
registration has been rejected 
as a result of the technical 
inspection, the vehicle owner 
may file a grievance against the 
technical inspection result on a 
form submitted to the Licensing 
Authority within 10 days.

Fine 

Failure to have vehicle examined
after carrying out major
modification to engine or body.

400
Dhs.

Article 137
The vehicle registration renewal 
application shall be submitted on 
the form reserved for that purpose 
along with the registration and the 
result of the inspection confirming 
the road worthiness of the vehicle, 
plus a statement confirming 
payment of fines for violations 
committed by the Applicant 
inside the State and an insurance 
policy against vehicle accidents, 
provided that the Insurance is valid 
throughout the renewal period.

6.5 Transfer of Ownership
Article 138
In case of vehicle ownership 
transfer, the original owner 
must, within 14 days, notify the 
competent section of the Licensing 
Authority. He shall attach to 
his notification, a copy of the 
ownership transfer confirmation 
deed.

The new owner must, within 14 
days, submit an ownership transfer 
application to the competent 
section of the Licensing Authority 
on the form reserved therefor and 
shall attach thereto the vehicle 
licensing permit, the ownership 

Fine

Not renewing vehicle registration
after expiry.

500
Dhs.



6 - Owning a Vehicle

FNDI BEGINNER’S TRANING MANUAL

6.6.3 Loss of Registration and 
Damage of Registration Plates

Article 141
The owner of the vehicle or his 
legal representative must notify 
the Licensing Authority within 
14 days in case the motor vehicle 
registration card is lost or damaged 
as well as in case one or both 
licence plates are also damaged 
along with an application for a 
replacement in lieu of the lost or 
damaged plate, submitted on the 
form reserved therefor in addition 
to paying fees for same.

6.6.4 Registration of Vehicle In 
Absentia

Article 142
If the vehicle is located outside 
the State at the time of renewal 
of its registration, such renewal 
will be effected on time by 
submitting proof that the vehicle 
is outside the State such as an 
international passbook (trip ticket) 
or the international registration 
certificate provided that the vehicle 
be inspected and insured in the 
relevant States if possible. The 

results of the inspection must be 
certified by the UAE Embassy in 
the said State and a note regarding 
the same will be added to the 
registration book in addition to 
written notice that it is imperative 
to contact the Licensing Authority 
as soon as the vehicle arrives in 
the State in order to submit the 
insurance policy as per the law.

6.7 Motor Vehicle Insurance 
Article 145
All motor vehicles imported into or 
transiting through the UAE territory 
must have a valid insurance policy. 
The following vehicles will be 
considered as in compliance with in 
this provision:
1 	 Motor vehicles bearing 

insurance policies covering 
accidents which may occur 
inside the UAE territory.

2 	 Motor vehicles bearing unified 
insurance policies issued by 
virtue of the unified insurance 
agreement applicable 
throughout Arab countries.

3 	 Motor vehicles insured at entry 
posts on the UAE frontiers 
according to applicable 

regulations. In implementation 
of the provisions hereof, 
insurance companies operating 
at such entry posts must comply 
with the short-term insurance 
rates set in regulations issued in 
that regard.

Article 147
The term of the insurance policy 
regarding a given vehicle must 
cover the full period for which it has 
been registered plus an additional 
30 days beyond the expiry date of 
the registration.

As for vehicles reserved for rental, 
public transport vehicles, and 
driving instruction vehicle, the 
policy must include a paragraph 
stating that the vehicle is insured to 
third party benefits including their 
drivers.

Such insurance issued in the benefit 
of the drivers of these vehicles 
shall include a cover of their full 
civil liability resulting from bodily 
injuries or material losses.

Article 148
The insurer may not include in 
the insurance policy any provision 
which may lessen or prevent 
a cover of his full civil liability 
resulting from death, bodily injuries 
or material damages.

tip

In order to license any motor 
vehicle or to renew such license 
in accordance with the Traffic 
Law, the said vehicle must be 
insured at least against third 
party liability  (Article 143)

148
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Fine

Writing phrases or placing
stickers on vehicle without
permission.

500
Dhs.

Fine

Not producing the vehicle 
registration card at request.

400
Dhs.
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